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December 5, 2024
Dear Wisconsin Legislators,

No matter who we are or where we live, all of us want to live in communities where we can turn on the tap
and know the water coming out of it is safe to drink — both for us, and the people we love. Fifty years ago,
Republican President Gerald Ford signed the Safe Drinking Water Act into law, which promised to protect
our drinking water. Fast forward to today, and it is clear: Wisconsin has not used the Safe Drinking Water Act
to fully protect our communities. Across the state, tens of thousands of Wisconsinites are still forced to
protect themselves and their families from harmful contaminants by relying on five-gallon water jugs for
everyday tasks like brushing their teeth, washing dishes, mixing baby formula, and preparing meals. PFAS,
lead, and nitrate contamination are of particular concern due to their impact on our health across a wide
range of Wisconsin communities.

e PFAS are dangerous, man-made chemicals tied to increased cholesterol levels, thyroid disease,
certain cancers, and pregnancy complications.' To date, ninety-one public water systems need
financial resources to protect their drinking water from PFAS, and there is more we need to do to
deliver support to the one-third of Wisconsinites who rely on private groundwater wells for their
drinking water.

e No level of lead in drinking water is safe. Elevated blood lead levels in children are associated with
hearing loss, lower 1Qs, developmental delays, behavioral challenges, and emotional impacts like
anxiety and depression.® In some Wisconsin communities, as many as one in four children under six
years old are considered lead poisoned.* Wisconsin still has 150,000 lead service lines scattered
across more than 70 communities.’

e Manure and fertilizer from industrial agribusiness contain dangerous pathogens, bacteria, and
chemicals that when managed improperly can contaminate our water and contribute to a host of
serious health impacts. One common contaminant from manure and fertilizer is nitrate, which is
linked to serious negative health effects including cancer, birth defects, and even infant death.® An
estimated 42,000 private wells exceed the health standard for nitrate.’

! https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/chemical/pfas.htm
2 https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/PFAS/DataViewer

3
4 https://dhsgis.wi.gov/dhs/clpde/

5 https://psc.wi.gov/Documents/water/2023 L.SI._totals_per_utility_Final.pdf
p - ; -

https://www.dhs. wisconsin.gov/water/nitrate. htm
7 https://widnr.widen.net/view/pdf/c5e61bs1x6/DG_GCC_Report 2024.pdf



https://widnr.widen.net/view/pdf/c5e61bs1x6/DG_GCC_Report_2024.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/water/nitrate.htm
https://psc.wi.gov/Documents/water/2023_LSL_totals_per_utility_Final.pdf
https://dhsgis.wi.gov/dhs/clpde/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/lead/clppp-info.htm
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/PFAS/DataViewer
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/chemical/pfas.htm

Across our state, local community leaders are working hard to address these challenges and provide safe
drinking water to their neighbors, but they need help from our state leaders. Proactively tackling these issues
with statewide investments would better-protect public health, and it would also save us up to $2.04 billion
annually by helping families avoid the healthcare expenses associated with PFAS,® lead,” and nitrate
contamination.'® Without statewide investments, water utilities will either need to delay needed upgrades that
leave families vulnerable to contamination, or substantially raise water rates to cover costs. This could make
it even harder for Wisconsin families to pay their utility bills, a particularly concerning prospect when those
same families are the ones facing contamination-related health costs.

Using the $4 billion surplus, we urge you to make a substantive investment in our drinking water
infrastructure. Specifically, we recommend the following:

Support $953 Million for Our Public Water Infrastructure. The Safe Drinking Water Loan Program and
the Clean Water Fund Program provide affordable financial assistance to municipalities for drinking water,
wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure projects that protect public health and ensure compliance with
state and federal standards. These are low-interest, revolving loan programs with some allowances for
principal forgiveness based on community need and wealth. While they are receiving a boost in funding from
the federal Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, it is not nearly enough. EPA estimates Wisconsin will need $11.75
billion in water infrastructure investments over the next 20 years.'' However, given the local government
levy limit and municipal debt limit constraints, communities are hesitant to take on additional debt. Investing
grant money into our revolving loan programs will save us money in the long-term by preventing negative
health impacts, and supporting more green stormwater infrastructure projects which mitigate costly flooding
and improve water quality.'> We urge you to match the funding coming into these programs from the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law by supporting at least $953 million in water infrastructure grant funding for the
2025-27 biennium.

Support Policy Changes That Protect Private Well Owners. Approximately one-third of Wisconsinites
rely on groundwater from private wells for their drinking water. The Safe Drinking Water Act has no
jurisdiction over groundwater standards and therefore provides no protection or financial support for these
Wisconsinites. Additionally, Wisconsin’s mechanism for setting health-based standards is broken,
constrained by 2017 Wisconsin Act 57. This legislation prevents Wisconsin decision makers from finalizing
public health-based standards based on their health and economic benefits.'* These barriers are evidenced by
the Department of Natural Resources inability to finalize nearly 50 standards.'* We urge you to remove 2017

Wisconsin Act 57 as a barrier to protecting our communities.

Support Preventative Action. We cannot afford to continue poisoning our water, cleaning it up, and
repeating that cycle. Preventing these contaminants from getting into our environment better protects the
people we love, and saves us money on our utility bills. We urge you to support phasing out the use of PFAS
in non-essential consumer products as several states have already done, allowing local rental inspection
programs that ensure apartments are free from lead, and funding pay-for-performance programs that reward

hard-working farmers who effectively prevent nitrate contamination.

We owe it to every Wisconsinite to address the unfulfilled promises of the Safe Drinking Water Act and to
deliver long overdue relief to communities impacted by contaminants like PFAS, lead, and nitrate. We
welcome any opportunity to work with you to help make it happen.
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Thank you,

Peter Burress, Government Affairs Manager
Wisconsin Conservation Voters

Laura Olah, Executive Director
Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger

Dean Hoegger, President & Executive Director
Clean Water Action Council of NE Wisconsin

Shyquetta Mcelroy, Executive Director
COLE Lead Safe and Healthy Homes Project

Sharon Adams, Interim Executive Director
Community Water Services

Mike Bahrke, Executive Director
Door County Environmental Council

Janet Pritchard,
Director of Water Infrastructure Policy
Environmental Policy Innovation Center

Mandi McAlister, Co-Executive Director
Fair Future Movement

Alexander Malchow,Wisconsin Policy Coordinator
Faith in Place

Christine Reid, Secretary
Friends of the Forestville Dam, Inc

Charles Carlin, Director of Strategic Initiatives
Gathering Waters: Wisconsin's Alliance for Land Trusts

Jenelle Ludwig-Krause, Executive Director
GROWW

Debra Cronmiller, Executive Director
League of Women Voters of Wisconsin

Diane Sixel, President
Learning Disabilities Association of Wisconsin

Cindy Crane, Director
Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin

Tony Wilkin Gibart, Executive Director
Midwest Environmental Advocates

Cheryl Nenn, Riverkeeper
Milwaukee Riverkeeper

Joe Fitzgerald, Policy and Advocacy Manager

Milwaukee Water Commons

Eric Rempala, Director/Content Editor
Oneida County Clean Waters Action

Allison Werner, Executive Director
River Alliance of Wisconsin

Kathy Allen, Chair
Sierra Club - Coulee Region Group

Jenny Abel, Chair
Sierra Club Great Waters Group

Elizabeth Ward, Chapter Director
Sierra Club of Wisconsin

Cindy Boyle, Secretary
SOH20

Mike Kuhr, Advocacy Chair
Wisconsin Council of Trout Unlimited

Cristina Carvajal, Executive Director
Wisconsin EcoLatinos

Beth Neary, MD, Co-President
Wisconsin Environmental Health Network

Meleesa Johnson, Executive Director
Wisconsin's Green Fire, Inc

Michael Engleson, Executive Director
Wisconsin Lakes

Cody Kamrowski, Executive Director
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation

David Liners, Organizer
WISDOM
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For more information, contact Peter Burress at peter@conservationvoters.org or 920-421-3601.



